Effects of prazosin and indomethacin on the alpha-adrenergic stimulation of rabbit myometrium.
The effect of norepinephrine (NE) stimulation of near-term pregnant rabbit myometrium was studied by comparing cumulative dose-response curves for NE and NE with prazosin or indomethacin. Prazosin blocked the stimulatory effects of NE. Indomethacin pretreatment resulted in attenuation, but not suppression of contractile activity. Myometrial activity was associated with a progressive increase in the synthesis of prostaglandin (PG) F2 alpha. Our observations suggest that alpha-adrenergic agonists have some myometrial stimulating effect independent of PG production.